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How would Krermlin react
tc an invasion of lran?

Bl Thes s the fourth in a series of controver-
siel eolumns by Jack Anderson which claim
that President Carter has developed a’ secret
plan t: invade Iran on the eve of the November
electina. The White House denies the existence
of such ¢ rlan. ‘

1f President Carter should go ahead with his
plan ) invade Iran in Octoper, he would visk war
with the Sovist Union. There have alrealy been
omirous rumblings cut ¢f the Xremlin, waming
of Soviet retalialion if Iran should be attacked.

A Soviet-American clash over Iran, of coune,
cowd becoms the opeidng skirmish of World War
1L This is the awesome danger that Cartor is

courting for the sake of hyping his political appeal
ca eiection eve,

Tr2 president is not umaware of the danger.
He has divecied the intelligence ~ommunity to
produce @ secret estitnate of how the Kromiin will
react 1o & limited invasion of iran. The first con-
cem, of course, is what the Soviots will do. But
there could also be ugly repercussions i the Mos-
lem werld.

The Defense Intelligence Agency has been or-
dered 0 “study and report on passible Soviet raili-
Lary reactions to various scenarios in which the
Untited States forces have invaded Iran.” The a5
signment of the Centra! Intelligence Ageity 1= to
giuen the political T2i[out.

walitary analySis are confident at least that
the Iranians cannot stop a U.S. assault. A three-
star general told me that Iran's armed forces are
;& “state of chacs.” The Soviets, however, have
a powerful mulitary juggermaut in the Persian
Guif area. -

This includes 19 warsh.ps and 16 support
ships, with cthers on the way. Seven airborpe di-
visions and several air mobile brigades can also
be rushed 0 Iran,

Analysts have narrowed down the Soviet re-
sponse to four eptions: (1) military intervention;
(2) dipiomatic opposition; (3) official inditfer.
ence; or (4) clandestine cooperation. My associ-
ate Dale Van Atta has sounded out key sources in
the inteitigence community. Here's how they ap-
prase the Soviet attitude:

@ The unalysts agree that the Soviets would
retiicr deal with Jimmy Carter than the unyield-

ing Renald Reagan for the next four years. This
already has teen signaled throuzh their faithiul
ally, Fidel Castro, who sent word Dy diplematic
channe!s that he won’t do anything to embarrass
Carter before November.

9 To raduce the danger of a confrontaticn
with the Soviet Union, Carter is expected to scund
out the Kremlin in advance ahout his {ciober
plan. There Is 2 distinet possibility that the Sow.
eis would bring heavy pressure cn the Irartans to
release the Arperican hastages in an attempt to
avert a U.S. invasion.

B Th= Kremlin mignt even be inciined to co-
operate behind the scenes to halp free the hes.
tages by military meaxns. Sources say that the So-
vizt KGB knows the location of each hosiage and
might help a U.5. mscue force secure theic v~
lease. This would hand Carter a dramatic coup
just before Americans go 0 the polls. The grate-
fut Carter, in tum, might Lft the grain embaign,
reactivate the SALT U sreaty and give tie Sovicts
aceess to more LS, technoiogy.

B There is anviher, more simster scenario.

Inteliigence reports claim that the Soviers have

their own designe on noithern Iran, Working |
throvgh the communist Tudeh party, they are

maneuvering to gaii contiol of the rorthern prov- |

inces. Thay might condone a limited US. iva.
sion, in the south, therefore, if the United States

will keep hands off the north. This could result in
partitioning Iran into Soviet and American

spheres of influence. The analysts, however, say |

such an under-the-table deal is unlikely,

But une thing is certain. The president would
be foothardy to go ahead with an October invasion
of Iran ynless he obtains a back<hannel under-
standing with the Soviets.

Footnote: Half an hour after the U.S. rescue
team crossed into Iranian airspace on their abor-
tive April mission tc free the hostages, the Soviets
were alerted. A U.S. reconnaissance plane detect-
ed communications signals “consistent with the
Russiuns being placed on alert.” Later, President
Carter put threugh a het-line call to the Xremiin
to explain the mussion.

BdJack Anderson is a syndicated intestiga-

tive reporter.
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